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[image: image11.jpg]The unveiling on the Terrace School playground now the site of the
Clifton Terrace Model School




[image: image12.jpg]A close-up of the unveiling ceremony with the Governor-General on
the right.



[image: image13.jpg]A photo from the Evening Post on 1 November 1971
showing part of the war memorial (arrowed) in Shell
Gully.
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* Karori has an increasing membership while many other RSAs are in decline. 


* He has established an active and progressive committee. 


* He has improved the financial situation of Karori RSA. 


* Has ensured the reinstatement of Karori RSA’s ‘charity status’. 


* Obtained Lion Foundation funding to complete hall improvements in 2017. 


* Personally organises the annual ANZAC Day service at Karori. 


* Organises the annual Poppy Day collection in Karori. 


* Organises the placing of a poppy and a sprig of Rosemary on every servicemen’s and women’s graves at Makara and Karori Cemeteries before ANZAC Day each year. 


* He is the ‘heart and soul’ of the Karori RSA and personally organises most of the functions and activities which include regular outings, activities and luncheons.   


* He personally provides welfare services to members. 


* He attends the Karori RSA every Friday night to personally conduct the ‘one minute silence’.  


We will find an appropriate date in early 2018 for family, friends and fellow Wellington/Karori RSA members to be present at the presentation of the Gold Star to Bruce. More to follow on this. 


�


Karori RSA President,


Bruce Johnston, QSM











PRESIDENT’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE�


We have just had a very nice Xmas luncheon at the James Cook Hotel, and as we approach the festive season I would like to express my gratitude to some unsung heroes and to also use this opportunity to congratulate two special people in our branch. 


Firstly, I want to thank our staff; Zenetta       Ganic (Office Administrator) and Charlotte Bergman (Support Advisor) and her assistant, Kay Poynton. Without their efforts we would not have an efficient office and effective support structure.


Secondly, I have great pleasure to advise that on 5 December, the National District President’s forum (chaired by the National President) has awarded Karori Branch President, Bruce Johnston the RSA Gold       Star award, which is the RSA’s highest    honour. Some facts to highlight Bruce’s    commitment to the Karori /Wellington RSA are:  


* He joined the Wellington RSA, Karori Branch in 1991. 


* He is a ‘Life Member’ of the Karori RSA. 


* He was awarded the QSO in The Queen’s New Year’s Honours List in 2017 for services to the community. 


* Appointed President, Karori RSA in 1996 and is still currently in that role. 


* He has been a member of the WRSA Executive     since 2007 and is still currently a member. 


* He maintains the only RSA in the Wellington          area with its own dedicated clubrooms. 


 


· Has ensured the reinstatement of Karori RSA’s ‘charity status’. 


· Obtained Lion Foundation funding to complete hall improvements in 2017. 


· Personally organises the annual ANZAC Day service at Karori. 


· Organises the annual Poppy Day collection in Karori.


  






































THE BULLETIN,


DECEMBER 2017





Newsletter of the Wellington Returned & Services Association Inc


Established 1916











�





�





CONGRATULATIONS


This month on Boxing Day, one of our oldest members, Noeline Ritson, will turn 100 years old. Congratulations Noeline. May you remain healthy and celebrate many more birthdays…�


Noeline (middle) with the two other senior Wellington RSA members in 101 year old Hector Hopkins (left) and 98 year old Bruce Cunningham


SIGNIFICANT EVENT


I would like to mention a significant event occurring on Wellington Anniversary weekend. On Sunday 21 January, Karori RSA will be holding a ceremony to recognise and acknowledge all of the 25 past Presidents of the Karori RSA through the 81 years of their history.  Invitations have been extended to senior dignitaries, the three living Presidents and to family members of those Presidents who are no longer with us. I would like to acknowledge the research undertaken by      the RSA Bulletin Editor Carey Clements, to   obtain all of their photographs and to establish the years they served as President. Photographs of the event will be published in the next Bulletin edition. 


In summary, I am pleased to report that we continue to farewell our comrades in the appropriate manner, we have an active social program and we continue to look after our members and other veterans who need the support of our services. I wish you and your family’s a merry Xmas and good health in 2018. 


Kind regards,


Theo Kuper




















RSA NATIONWIDE MEMBERSHIP


�


LAST POST


Since the last Bulletin was published, the following Wellington and Karori RSA members have passed on. At the going down of the sun and in the morning, We Will Remember Them… 





Graeme Beere, Returned member, died        2 June aged 95


Catherine ‘Cassie’ Devlin, Returned member, 11 June, aged 100


Keriana Forsell, Service member,              28 June aged 93


Jean Plowman, Returned member            10 July aged 95


Russell Gould, Returned member              16 July aged 92


June Hare, Returned Widow                        15 August aged 95


Helen Boxall, Service member,                 16 August, aged 75


Arch Campbell, Returned member,               23 August aged 95


Neal Schofield, Returned member 5 September three days before his 89th birthday (see obituary in this Bulletin)            


Hugh Turnbull, Returned member                16 September aged 103


George Hawthorne, Service member            19 September aged 80


 





















































In 1960 Mr Schofield passed the required examinations and was selected to attend the British Army Staff College in Camberley in the UK. He subsequently spent all of 1961 there. On his return to New Zealand he was posted to Wellington before being promoted to Major and going to Papakura Camp in 1963 with the appointment of Brigade Major, HQ, 1 Infantry Brigade Group. 





In September 1965, Mr Schofield put his Armoured Corps black beret in store and joined the infantry as A Company Commander, 1st Battalion, RNZIR, in Terendak, Malaya. It was while he was in South East Asia that he did active service Tours of Duty in Borneo, and in Saigon with HQ NZ V Force, South Vietnam, before coming home and to the RNZAC in November 1967. He was then posted to Army HQ in Wellington, promoted to Lt Col and appointed Director of the RNZAC before then gaining the appointment of Colonel General Staff. 





Mr Schofield retired from the Army on 2 December 1970. His second career in military matters then began by maintaining contact with his old colleagues through the Duntroon Society and the monthly Windsor Club breakfast meetings. Around this time he also joined the Wellington RSA. He served as the Honorary Treasurer for even years from 2001 to 2008 before being created a Life Member in recognition for his valued service. After his committee work, Mr Schofield continued with the RSA in unofficial capacities from being an unofficial recruiter to coordinating the annual Poppy Day appeal until 2014. 





As noted by Colonel (Retired) David Moloney is his eulogy, ‘the Army meant a lot to Neal. He served his country in three theatres of operation and in a wide variety of regimental and staff appointments in New Zealand. He made enduring friendships and continued to keenly observe developments through the years.”





Mr Schofield passed away on 5 September 2017, three days what would have been his 89th birthday. His wife Verna survives him and like Neal, is a member of the Wellington RSA. 





OBITUARY


31354 Lt Col NEAL CONELLY SCHOFIELD,


ROYAL NEW ZEALAND ARMOURED CORPS


 (1928 – 2017)


�





The late Mr Schofield commenced on 4 February 1947 when he enlisted in the New Zealand Army, having being selected to attend the Royal Military College, Duntroon along with seven other fellow countrymen.


After four hard years, he along with New Zealanders Barry Brighouse, Bill Hopkirk, David Johns, Don Kenning, Tony Mataira, Pete Penlington and Scott Taylor all graduated on 12 December 1950 and for the rest of their lives, maintained strong friendships.  Upon graduation Mr Schofield was commissioned to Lieutenant in the RNZAC. 





On his return to New Zealand in early 1951, his first deployment was for three months in Auckland on wharf duty during the 1951 Waterfront Dispute at a time when the Army took over the running of the wharves. It was not exactly the type of soldiering he had signed up for, but nevertheless after his three months had finished, he spent the next five years in regimental and training appointments in Waiouru, Linton and Wellington. 





Although assigned to the New Zealand          K Force and was ready to deploy to Korea, the signing of the Armistice, meant he was unable to deploy. He did however get to Korea in May 1955 after being promoted to Captain and going on active service on Truce supervision duties. He returned to New Zealand a year later and resumed a variety of regimental and staff postings in Waiouru with 1 Armoured Regiment and in Hamilton with the Waikato Regiment. 
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Our class was very close and today I still maintain friendships with many who went through Duntroon at the same time as I did.


Q: After graduating and coming back to New Zealand, why did you choose the Armoured Corps?


A: It was my choice as I thought tanks might be an enjoyable thing and in those days the Army was a big organisation with close to 30,000 regulars and territorials being on the payroll. 


Q: Where was your first posting? 


A: Waiouru which is the heart of the Armoured Corps in New Zealand. We had M41 Walker Bulldog Light Tanks, three Centurions and a number of Ferret Scout cars. In 1964 we bought another ten Centurions second hand from the British and as a result got my first troop of three Centurions. They were wonderful, massive machines that weighed in at around 50 tonnes and had 20 pounder guns on them. Unfortunately the abrasive nature of the Waiouru sand and dust meant that the air filters had to be changed on a very regular basis, and this occurred later on again also when we switched to the Scorpion Light Armoured Vehicles, which in comparison only weighed around 13 tonnes. 


Q: After you then undertook some more postings, can you tell us about what your role in Vietnam was?


A: Before deployment I was in on 1 Brigade HQ in Papakura before I was then attached to the Australian Task Force as an Intelligence Officer. I was kept really busy in this role as we tried to analyse vast reports from Battalion patrolling programmes, which included the SAS. 


Q: Do you think in retrospect that we were in Vietnam for the right reasons?


A: It depends on your personal perspective, but we thought in those days that if Vietnam fell, then Thailand would fall and would have a trickle down domino effect around communism on other nations as well. Because of that it seemed we were doing the right thing, but given retrospect in knowing we lost both the war and a lot of good men, outsiders now view it as a mistake in our history.


Q: Of the many postings you had, you acquired some big titles. What was one of the biggest?


A: Probably my first job after Vietnam as Deputy Assistant Adjutant General Personnel Plans.     





LOOKING BACK

















Karori RSA branch member, Brigadier (Retired) Ian Duthie, CNZM, RNZAC, retired from the New Zealand Army in 1999 in a career that spanned 40 years. During his time in uniform he personally witnessed many changes as well as undertaking more than 20 postings to appointments both in New Zealand and overseas, including being a Defence Advisor to seven nations (Canada, Australia, England, Italy, Germany, Belgium and France). He spoke to the Bulletin editor Carey Clements, about some of his many highlights in the military... 


Q:  Where did your connection with the military begin from?


A: Back when I was a student at Whakatane High School, the Headmaster asked me what I planned to do when I left school. I told him it would either becoming a teacher or joining the Army. My Headmaster told me to take his advice and not become a teacher, but to join the Army instead and with it gave me an application form to join the Royal Military College at Duntroon. After filling it in and being accepted, I then headed off to Duntroon at the age of just under 17 in 1959 as an Officer Cadet.


Q: Prior to that, had you been involved in any leadership roles at school?


A: Nothing in the way of sports teams, except for being the RSM for the school cadet unit.


Q: What was Duntroon like in 1959? I should imagine it was very different back then to what it is now.


A: Very much so. It was before the lake was built that runs through the centre of Canberra and the city itself was of course a lot smaller. What Duntroon did was to give me a good all round basis in combining a 50/50 approach between military and academic studies. My class started with 64 young men and by the time I graduated in 1962, there were 46 left. 


 





CLIFTON TERRACE MODEL SCHOOL TO GET NEW WAR MEMORIAL THROUGH A FUNDING DONATION BY THE WGTN RSA





A small Wellington primary school that has its origins dating back to 1869 is nearing reconstruction towards a long forgotten war memorial, thanks in kind to a generous donation made by the Wellington RSA. 





Originally known as the Terrace School after being established on the west side of Clifton Terrace, the name of the school later changed to become known as Clifton Terrace Model School. With the call to arms at the start of World War One, a generation of pupils from the school took up the challenge, including Richard Seddon, the namesake son of the 1893-1906 Prime Minister, Richard Seddon, WWI Victoria Cross recipient, Sgt Samuel Forsyth and 1909 Rhodes Scholar Allan McDougall.  





In 1924 a 5.8 metre high memorial obelisk was unveiled in the school by the then Governor General, Viscount Jellicoe and for the next 47 years remained on its site at the edge of the play school ground.  The construction of the new Wellington motorway in the 1960’s however sealed its fate as work pushing towards Shell Gully below the school grounds meant that something had to give. After negotiations was initially agreed that the memorial would be dismantled and re-erected at a mutually acceptable site after the motorway construction had been completed, things literally came to a crashing halt in November 1971 when the memorial fell some 20 metres down into Shell Gully. 





Although an offer of a replacement plaque had been made to the school by the Ministry of Works, nothing eventuated, until now. Wellington RSA President Theo Kuper said he was approached by the school to see if a donation could be made and after a decision was reached at executive level, the school has been donated $5000 from the $15,000 required.





“Over the last few years we have been commemorating the centennial and events of World War One,” Mr Kuper said.














  





It was in that job that my main focus was to relocate the New Zealand troops out of Terendak Camp in Malaysia into a new base in Singapore.  


Q: Hard question to answer, but of the many postings you did, what was perhaps the one big highlight?


A: Very hard to narrow it down to one, but if I could go for two it would have to be as Commander of the QA Squadron in Waiouru in 1973-74 and as Defence Advisor in Ottawa, Canada at the start of 1990. It was while I was doing that job that I got down to New Year a few times to work in with the UN as we began to build a contingent that went onto Bosnia.


Q: Did you ever get a posting to the South Island?


A: Only one and that was as Camp Commandant of Burnham Camp in the mid 1980’s. Essentially that role was as a house keeper to ensure the camp ran smoothly.


Q: What would have been the biggest changes in the Army you witnessed over the years?


A: Probably computerisation when that was introduced in the late 1960’s. It meant that many processes had to change.


Q: You mentioned Bosnia, which for many of those that did not go in the mid 1990’s, has been somewhat forgotten. How should we remember our commitment there?


A: At the time it was the biggest New Zealand Army overseas deployment since Vietnam. Of course that was later overtaken in numbers during our commitment to East Timor between 1999 and 2003. 


Q: After being promoted to Brigadier and becoming the Deputy Chief of General Staff in 1995, did you then retire?


A: Not quite. The then Chief of Defence, Lieutenant General Tony Birks asked me if I was interested in becoming a Defence Advisor in Canberra and after consulting with my family, we then packed up yet again and headed over there as it also allowed me three extra years’ service to my army pension. This was then followed by a posting as Defence Advisor to the New Zealand High Commissioner in London between 1997 and 1998. It was while I was there that I also became a Defence Attaché to Belgium, France, Italy and Germany. After coming back, I retired in March 1999 to finally settle down with my family here in Wellington, where life these days is slower and time to enjoy other pursuits such as trout fishing. 
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“It therefore seemed very appropriate that we recognised the legacy this school has made both in sacrifice and service”.





The proposed new war memorial will be a triangular concrete column some three metres high and will be situated near the main entrance of the school.  





On two sides, the column will include a total of 120 individual bronze artworks created by the pupils and teachers of the school to represent the 116 old boys and two teachers who made the supreme sacrifice, including Captain Seddon. An additional two works will be included to represent any unknown old boys from the Terrace School and others who died in subsequent wars, while a commemorative plaque will also be set in the memorial including the wording, “Their name liveth for evermore” from the original memorial. 


�


The original school memorial


�


The unlucky generation of Terrace School pupils from 1895, including Richard Seddon, who can be seen in the middle in the light clothing. Captain Seddon was killed near Bapaume on 21 August, 1918.
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Believe it or not, two days passed before our instructors finally found and getting us into some training. 


Q: So with training finally underway what happened next?


A: We did a Basic followed by Corps Training. In my case I did some transport driving training in Trentham and over in the Wairarapa before being sent off to Gilbey’s School for a week to learn about driving a typewriter instead of a truck! 


Q: Can you recall your trip to Korea?


A: Yes. It was a long voyage that began with three weeks at a transit camp in Sydney before eventually getting into the Kure naval base in Japan,. This was to be my home at Army HQ. 


Q: Did you get to Korea in the end?


A: Yes I did enough time there to qualify for an Operational Service Medal. The only shot I ever fired in Korea came one day when I was walking across a paddy field before a snake reared up. At the time I had a revolver and took it out and killed the snake, but for a few moments it was a scary time. 


Q: Did anything else alarm you during your Tour of Duty?


A: The only other things that scared me was seeing forked lightning and seeing the Americans use napalm to clear out certain areas. I subsequently had nightmares about that for a quite a few years afterwards.


Q: Besides doing clerical admin, did you have any other jobs during your three years away?


A: I became the pay master at 25 HQ and as a result became a Sergeant.


Q: After coming back to New Zealand, when did you join the RSA?


A: Straight away, but it was not until 1966 that I joined the Wellington RSA after coming down from Dannevirke. Although I have never been in high profile roles within the RSA, both me and my late wife Pauline helped out wherever we could, with Pauline becoming a well-respected figure on Anzac Day, through her hard work at assisting in the functions that followed the dawn services. 














LOOKING BACK





























Although his eyesight is fading, the memory of the 90 year old Wellington RSA member Gordon Sutherland remains sharp around the time he went away to the Korean War in the early 1950’s. He spoke to the Bulletin editor Carey Clements, about some of his moments in the Army. 





Q: How did you get involved with the K Force?


A: At the time I was living in Timaru as an employee of Pyne Gould and Guinness, so I could learn about the wool trade. When volunteers were being called for and being single, I had little hesitation in wanting to enlist.


Q: Did you go over on the first wave of servicemen?


A: No I was the second, but before we even travelled over, there were some moments I can still recall with great clarity. For example when I got up to Waiouru after coming up via a train, it was around midnight. There was a truck waiting for us and when we got to the camp gates, we were informed that our tents were over there and now we could get to bed. At around 3 o’clock in the morning a West Coaster fell on top of me in the tent after he had been seen drinking throughout the train trip up to Waiouru. As if that was not bad enough no one came to collect us at breakfast, so we decided to make our way to the mess for something to eat. It was while I was there that I allowed some others to go ahead of me and by the time it was my turn to get something to eat, the food had run out! Talk about Dad’s Army and still no one came around to take charge of us. By now we had strolled up to the local YMCA for a cup of tea before wandering back to the camp. 





WELLINGTON RSA KEY                       CONTACT NUMBERS


President: Theo Kuper – 027 499 6618


Deputy President: Matthew Beattie –                     027 2488 224


Vice President: Michael Millar – 


Support Advisor: Charlotte Bergman – 385 1191


Office Administrator: Zenetta Ganic 1191
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NEW KARORI RSA LIFE MEMBER




















During the Karori RSA AGM in September, Marie Stephens (left) became just the fifth woman to become an elected Life Member. She received her Life Member’s certificate from club President Bruce Johnston, during the club’s annual Christmas function at Timeout Cinema on 8 December, 2018.





2018 RSA Club Cards





The 2018 RSA Club Cards are almost here! These cards look slightly different to the 2017 ones. 





The national office has had many requests to introduce the Members Service number to the club card and we are happy to announce this will be introduced with the 2018 club cards. The template has been updated so you can now enter your member’s service number if you wish for it to be on the card. This however is optional.  If interested in obtaining a card and more information please contact the WRSA Office Administrator Zenetta Ganic on 385-1191 or email zenetta@wrsa.org.nz  





Main Sponsors:


Resene paint – up to 15% cash discount on paint on wallpaper


Insurance (VERO): discount package up to 40%


Heartland - $150 discount on the home valuation


Mondo Travel – discounts on hotels, vehicle rentals, duty free & holiday deals


Public Trust - $50 off per will and EPA





Other Deals include:


Noel Leeming – cost + 10% sale prices all the time!


Repco – 10% cash discount


VTNZ – 15% cash discount


Beaurepaires – 15% discount on tyres


Craft Beer Online – 10% cash discount


Trooper Wines – 20% cash discount 


Placemakers – up to 25% cash discount


Carters – 15% cash discount 




























































































REMEMBRANCE DAY GUARD


Although it was held on November 19 due to the New Zealand-Peru game being held the day before, three members of the RSA Theo Kuper, Phil Wallace and Carey Clements marched out onto Westpac Stadium to commemorate Remembrance Day before the Wellington Phoenix played the Perth Glory. What followed was the sounding of the Last Post, the Ode and a laying of a wreath       to remember the day the Great War ended, 99 years earlier. 





WELLINGTON RSA OFFICE CLOSURE TIMES


FRIDAY 22 December 2017 SUNDAY 14 January 2018
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